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Acrobatic Technical 
Panel 

 
Meeting held 

on 
 

Tuesday 17th December 
2013 

 
Living

ston 

 
Present: Nicky Youl (NY), Caroline Gourlay (CG), Dominic Young (DY), Ellena Devitt (ED), Suzanne 

Fraser (SF), Andrew Fowler (AF), Fiona Fyfe (FF) 
 
 
 

1. Welcome and Apologies: 
Caroline Gourlay opened the meeting and thanked everyone for coming. 

 
2. Matters arising from Previous Minutes: 

None 

 
3. Matters Arising not on the Agenda: 

1.  Changes to competition entries and programmes. 
2.  Tumble Scottish Championships 
3.  Development Clinics 

 
4. Agenda Item 1: Celtic Cup 

Revenscraig is booked for the Celtic Cup on 29th March 2014 with the Hilton in Strathclyde 

Park booked for the evening reception.  Nicky has asked for an explanation of the rules as 

early as possible in the New Year for the scoring system to be adjusted – SF to provide.  

Trials will be as follows: NDP – Scottish Championships, FIG either East Kilbride Invitational 

or Scottish Championships. There is a concern over tickets available for the evening 

reception for gymnast’s families.  Once Nicky has received entries she will calculate amount 

of tickets available and allocate to the nations.  Because tickets will be restricted it was 

agreed to hold the medal presentation at the competition.  Claire Bailey to design a t-shirt. 

 
 

Agenda Item 2: Invitational International Acrobatic Competition 
 

This event is being organised by Scottish Gymnastics alongside the Commonwealth Games.  

Information has been sent out to contacts in clubs abroad asking for a note of interest by 

16th January and official entries by 13th February.  The competition will be held alongside a 

Rhythmic Gymnastics competition.  The Acro competition will be in the Emirates Arena in 

Glasgow on 26th/27th April 2014.  It was discussed that there may be a joint ticket deal 

allowing entry into both events. 
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Agenda Item 3: Judging Update 

 
Judy Wooton is running a judging update on 9th February at East Kilbride for all judges in 
Scotland wishing to judge in 2014.  Club judge candidates will be examined on the 8th 
February and also receive their update.  They will be examined on the new artistry rules. 

 
Agenda Item 4: British Gymnastics Development Clinics 

 

DY and FF have recently attended a BG Development Clinic in Lillieshall with British National Coach 
Toshko Pavlov.  There was a discussion around what the criteria for selecting the coaches to 
attend, CG to contact the organiser for more information.  FF has held a discussion with Steve 
Green, organiser, to enquire as to the possibility of holding a clinic in Scotland to which we have 
received a positive response and a promise that Toshko will visit Scotland in 2014.  CG to contact 
Steve Green at BG to move forward.  There was a discussion around whether it would be more 
beneficial to have Toshko at a squad weekend or a separate clinic, this will be discussed with Steve 
Green.  The next clinic at Lillieshall is in June which will have a choreography workshop 
incorporated. 

 
Agenda Item 5: Squads / squad competition 

 
Squads going very well, coaches are settled into their roles.  Dance teacher at A squad has been a 
success, coaches would like to see that the exercises are being done in clubs as well.  SF to 
enquire if we could video a session and post on a secure youtube link.  DY to assist in this.  SF to 
contact coaches before next session and ask for current training plans for the next 6 months 
and tariff sheets to brought along.  It was agreed that a team would travel to Spain again for the 
Granada competition.  There was a discussion around selection and it was agreed that gymnasts 
from A&B squad would first of all be asked for their availability, and then a decision would be 
made on selecting a team.  NY to contact clubs for availability.  A squad residential at Largs was 
discussed, to be taken up again at next meeting.  DY to identify possible dates.  The issue of club 
visits was also addressed.  SF is keen for a squad coach to visit each club in 2014.  AF to contact 
clubs in the New Year. 

 
Agenda Item 6: Competition Dates for 2014 

 
Scottish Championship – 1st March.  No date was agreed on for the Scottish Tournament, normally 
in June, will be discussed again in January. 

 

 
 

5. AOCB 
1. NY raised the point that entries are coming in late and payments are often being chased 
meaning hold up’s to programmes.  It was agreed that as of 1st January we would enforce the rule 
about late entries and any entry received after the entry date will not be accepted.  This rule will 
apply to both the entry form and appropriate payment.  CG to enquire about online entries with 
Scottish Gymnastics. 
There was a discussion around changes being made to programmes after being sent to clubs.  It 
was agreed that no changes would be made in future events after the programme is issued, 
withdrawals would simply be removed from the programme and running order. 
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2. ED informed the panel that she has 140 tumblers entered into the Scottish 
Championships this year.  The competition was planned to be held at East Kilbride by NY raised a 
concern about numbers.  Possible change of venue to be investigated by ED and NY. 
3. The recent developments clinic run by John Hill and FF was cancelled.  The previous clinic 
was 2 groups combined due to lack of numbers but was not as effective due to the mixed levels 
and abilities. The next clinic is on 19th January.  FF to plan a skills focus i.e. dynamic work and also 
a coaches focus i.e. tariff sheets or new rules and issue to clubs.  

 

 
 

Next meeting TBC 


