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Men’s Artistic Gymnastics  
Technical Panel  
 
 
The men’s panel is responsible for the men’s artistic grades, Performance Pathway Programme 
camps and is involved in the National Pathway Programme camps. During the camps for 
grades, we also hold clinics for judges and coaches. 
 
This year the panel has been made up of John Campbell, Allan McKinnon, Caitlin Ross, and 
Joshua Watters, with Amanda Boucher standing down as chair. Our thanks for her dedication 
and we wish her well for her continued contribution to gymnastics as chair of the TeamGym 
panel. We also said goodbye to Kay Ross and welcomed Stephen Tonge as judging convenor, 
with Christina Mason joining as an additional member to strengthen the panel. 
 
Competitions 
 
At the top end, the year focussed on the Team Scotland qualification process ahead of the Gold 
Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games in April. Congratulations to City of Glasgow’s Kelvin Cham 
and David Weir, Dan Purvis and Frank Baines from Southport Gymnastics Club and Hamish 
Carter (City of Birmingham) for winning team bronze. Daniel Purvis and Frank Baines also won 
up individual apparatus medals on floor and parallel bars respectively. The team was supported 
and lead by Marius Gherman and Paul Hall. 
 
At the Northern European Championships in the Faroe Islands in October, Hamish Carter won 
all-around bronze, gold on floor and high bar, and a silver medal on rings. 
 
Pavel Karnejenko who has continued to progress as part of the British TOP Junior squad has 
gained a number of GB internationals and was selected as part of Team GB for the European 
Youth Olympic Festival (EYOF) where he was part of the silver medal winning team in July 
2017.  
 
At the European Championships in April 2017, Frank Baines competed on floor, pommel horse, 
parallel bars and horizontal bar.   
 
Daniel Purvis, on the back of a strong London Open was selected for the World Championships 
in Montreal in October 2017. 
 
There was a valuable opportunity at the GymSport International Tournament in Portugal where 
the mixed team format of senior, junior and under-14 gymnasts allowed a blend of experience 
and youth to come together and learn in competition. 
 
The Scottish Championships saw an increase in the number of competitors, in particular, 
gymnasts aged under 16, and the medals being shared across different clubs. Dan Purvis 
became Scottish senior men’s champion for the sixth time, ten years after his winning his first. 
Pavel Karnejenko (Nottinghamshire) won the junior men’s all-around and Aidan Jordaan (West 
Lothian) the youth, with Reuben Ward (Manchester Academy of Gymnastics) and West 
Lothian’s Lochlan Brown winning the inter and boys’ titles respectively. 
 
 



 

 

Many of the younger gymnasts at the British Championships were competing for the first time 
at that level. Aidan Jordaan came 11th in the under 16 all-around, improving on his results from 
the previous year. Congratulations to Dan Purvis and Pavel Karnejenko on their respective 
bronze all-around medals, and there were individual medals for Dan, Frank Baines, Hamish 
Carter and Reuben Ward. 
 
The Grades Qualifier competition in September saw a greater number of entries than in 
previous years and some solid performances, with 31 Scots qualifying for the British Men’s 
Artistic National Elite and Club Development Grades. Congratulations to Cameron Falconer 
from Hamilton Gymnastics club whose top 10 finish earned him a trip to rewards camp at 
Lilleshall. 
 

Development 
 
The National Performance Programme played a vital role in the team’s preparations for Gold 
Coast with Paul Hall MBE leading the programme as well as supporting wider coach and 
gymnast development with the all those involved in the programme. Gymnasts also benefited 
from additional support from physiotherapy and nutrition within their preparations for Gold 
Coast. 
 
At Performance Pathway Programme level, Matt Jackson continues to provide technical 
leadership with coaches and gymnasts involved in the programme also benefit from exposure 
to a world class performance environment at South Essex gymnastics club. 
 
During camps, Matt has led different clinics for coaches, and more clubs have taken up this 
opportunity. Looking further ahead in 2018, Scott Hann will be leading the NPP camp in June, 
in place of Paul Hall who has been appointed GB men’s head coach and we wish him well in his 
role. 
 
The Floor and Vault League has grown in strength during its second year, proving a success in 
giving more young gymnasts the opportunity to compete and develop. Moving into the 2018 
series, we are delighted to have more clubs involved, from Orkney in the north, to Solway in 
the south, and we look forward to the Floor and Vault Championships in October. 
 
The importance of the league was demonstrated at this year’s Scottish Championships with the 
under 16 all-around podium places won by gymnasts who had been competing in floor and 
vault just a couple of years earlier, which is an outstanding step up. The gold and silver 
medallists, Aidan Jordaan and Cameron Lynn, will be looking to continue their improvement on 
the PPP working towards the National Performance Programme. 
 
In addition to learning through PPP camps and clinics, our coaches continue to develop with 
the invaluable work of our Regional Pathway Coaches, John Campbell and Douglas Ross. 
 
Our judges continue to be involved at international level, and our congratulations to Claire 
McAneny and Tommy McGill on their appointments for the Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth 
Games, as difficulty judge and execution judge. 
 


